Dangers and consequences of railway crime
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Trespassing on the railway can lead to fines of up to £1000 if you are caught by the police, or losing your life if you are caught by the train.

Maximum penalties for crimes on the railway can be severe and a criminal record can affect your ability to get a job in the future 
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So if you commit acts of railway crime you put yourself in personal danger, as well as rail staff and train passengers. You can also run the risk of going to jail.
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Not only is it dangerous for those trespassing on the tracks but also for those who might have to go and catch or rescue them.  We in the British Transport Police will prosecute offenders. 
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Unfortunately all ages of people trespass on the railway. These are two young girls who were caught when a local newspaper published a passer-by’s photo. 
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Young boys as well as young girls are caught on camera. 
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Teenagers of all ages decide it’s often a short cut to where they want to go.
Slide 8 

Even adults taking short cuts or walk their dogs on or near the tracks!
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Some young people then go on to commit even more serious offences such as climbing on signal gantries.
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Some risk their lives playing on other lineside equipment. 
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Some trespassers go to the extent of putting things on the track which could derail a train and cause death or serious injuries to train staff and passengers.
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Some throw rocks, stones, and concrete blocks at passing trains or drop objects from bridges on to trains travelling beneath.
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Some go on the tracks to spray graffiti on trains and railway structures – this mobile phone picture was taken by his mate and used to prosecute both offenders.
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These two were very lucky when they walked on the tracks at a station. They just didn’t realise how fast trains can go and how long it takes them to stop when they brake.
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This youth was also lucky when he decided to play chicken in front of a high speed train
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A super fast sports car has a cruising speed of 125mph

An Inter city high speed train has the same cruising speed of 125mph
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A train runs on a track and can’t swerve out of way
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The car can emergency stop in 50 metres.
The train emergency stops in 2000 metres – the length of 20 football pitches 
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This is what a 125mph train looks like close up - if it hits you’ve no chance
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Mess about on the tracks and you could be tomorrow’s newspaper headlines or story on local TV
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At best you could get injured
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At worst you could end up in a body bag
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Somebody has to pick up the pieces and explain to your family why all they have left is a few things found at the side of the track
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Police video interview
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It’s not just taking the risk of getting hit by a train

Some trains are powered by electricity from overhead live wires 
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This electricity is at 25,000 volts. Get close to the wires or dangle anything near them and electricity at this voltage will jump across gaps. At best you’ll survive and be scarred for the rest of your life
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Video electrocuted girl
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Some railway tracks have an electrified live rail at 750 volts to power electric trains especially in South East England and in Merseyside.
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As with the overhead wires the electricity is on 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. The electric current at is always there in the wire or live rail even if the train is not. Along the track and at stations there are warning signs.
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People sometimes ignore the warning signs and are badly injured or killed like this young girl. 
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Don’t think these things can’t happen to young people like you.
They do every week – often after young people have been drinking alcohol or taking illegal drugs  
All the following stories are real – they all thought it couldn’t happen to them
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The impact on friends and families is devastating
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Mother video
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Messing about at railway stations can be dangerous as well. Stay away from the platform edge as fast moving trains can hit you or drag you under the wheels if you’re too close
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This young girl was knocked on to the track by two others messing about. They were alright - she lost a leg.
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Always take notice of warning signs at level crossings. 
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Do not mess about on level crossing equipment – it could be fatal.
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The railways have their own police force, and British Transport Police officers patrol the railway network on foot
Slide 44
By vehicles, motor bikes and bicycles
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And even in the air by helicopter
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British Transport Police also rely on CCTV footage – these youths were caught as a result and prosecuted
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They also get help from people who live near railways who take photographs and film of offenders.
This boy was caught after throwing stones at a train because of the school uniform he was wearing.
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Please remember committing railway crime could result in getting a criminal record, something that could affect the rest of your life. 
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Please also remember committing railway crime is dangerous and can have horrific consequences for you, your friends and your family. 
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