














“What you were doing 
was not only against the law,
but proved to be very
dangerous and painful too,"
said Policeman Len.

Policeman Len looked at the boy's foot. "Badly sprained," he said.
"Perhaps it will teach you a lesson.”

"Let's get you home, so I can speak to your parents about this."
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"HELP!" "HELP!" he shouted.
Lucy was some distance behind him, but she pricked up
her ears as she heard the alarm in her master's voice.

HELP!

She heard the train too.

Sensing that something was
wrong, she ran towards the
tunnel, barking as she went.

His train was on time,
and he was looking forward
to a rest at the lead mine.

Inside the tunnel 
Thomas was feeling
very happy.
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Suddenly a small dog appeared, barking loudly.

Thomas' driver put on the brakes. "Let's not hurt the dog," he said.

But Lucy ran in front of them, still barking,
and Thomas slowed down further.

As they rounded a bend
they saw Andrew and his
bike close in front.

Thomas stopped as quickly as he could,
but he couldn't avoid bending the bike a little.
Thomas was very upset. 23



The Guard freed the bike and heaved it into Clarabel.
He took Andrew and Lucy back to the Junction and went to 

Policeman Len's office.

"Right young man,"
said the policeman.
"Never go on
railway lines - 
if you had got your
foot stuck it may
have been you who
was hurt rather
than your bike."

"If it hadn't been for Lucy, there could have been a very nasty accident," 
said Policeman Len.
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Trespass

Children as young as five years old have
been caught trespassing on the
railways, including playing games of
'chicken' in front of high-speed trains. If
the driver puts on his emergency brakes
when a train is travelling at 125 mph, it
takes up to 2,000 metres (11/4 miles) for
the train to stop.
Pages 2, 15, 20

Vandalism

Each year there are thousands of
reported incidents of objects being
placed on tracks, thrown at trains or
dangled from bridges in front of trains.
Most of these crimes are committed
by young people - children as young as
five years old have been caught
putting objects on the tracks.
Pages 11, 15

It's not worth it!

British Transport Police may visit the parents of young children who have been caught trespassing,
committing criminal damage or misbehaving generally on the railways. Older children may be prosecuted.

The transport police make regular patrols and, in partnership with the railway industry,
use security cameras, helicopters and other initiatives to catch anyone committing acts of railway crime.

Please remember what happened to Thomas, his friends and the children in the story.

PLAY SAFE and STAY SAFE - DON’T PLAY ON THE RAILWAY!

Graffiti

Spraying paint on trains or railway
property is not only unsightly and
costly to remove but such activity often
involves trespass and leads to more
serious criminal behaviour.
Painting over railway warning signs can
result in innocent lives being lost if the
message cannot be read.
Page 4

Dumping rubbish

Each year there are thousands of
reported incidents of rubbish being
dumped near railway tracks.
This is often used by vandals to damage
or obstruct trains or by children to build
dens by the side of the tracks, leaving
them vulnerable to serious injury 
or death.
Page 16






