










"STOP!" The voice was so loud Alysha dropped the branch.As she did so she 
heard a loud BANG and there was a brilliant bright blue flash like lightning.

The driver said, "If you had touched the electric wire with your branch you 
could have been killed.You don't even have to touch the wires to be hurt,

because electricity can jump a long way."
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"My....my hat," Alysha said weakly.

"I'm sure we can do something about that,"
said the driver.

"I wouldn't have expected your hat to stay
there very long in this wind.
It's blown to the side of the line already.
I'll see you get it back."
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Later that day the driver was as good as his word.

Alysha got her beloved hat back, but her narrow
escape had also taught her a lesson.

The burn mark on the hat 
always reminds her never
to take chances with electricity 
on the railway ever again.
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Thomas was waiting patiently at the station with Annie and Clarabel.

Trouble on the Train

17

It was the last day 
of the school term.



Two other girls left the train and ran hurriedly out of the station.
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His guard was just about to blow his whistle,
when Annie's carriage door burst open and a girl fell out.



He tried to comfort her, but the child was so upset he called the Stationmaster.

Policeman Len came to see what was the matter.
He found out the girl's name was Gemma.

Thomas looked worried as a porter ran to help.

The porter sat the girl on a luggage trolley.
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"What happened, Gemma?" asked Policeman Len.

"They pushed me off the train," said Gemma.
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She continued, "It was a dare.They said I should get off the train and stick
my tongue out at the porter.When I said no, they pushed me off."



Thomas agreed with Policeman Len when he said,

" You were right, Gemma, not to want to do such a silly thing and it was very
brave to say so." 
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"Your so-called friends shouldn't do
a dangerous thing like that on a train
and we must try and stop them.

Can you tell me their names?"
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"Don't worry," said
Policeman Len,

"they need never know
how I found out." 

"Don't forget, you won't
see them for another
seven weeks anyway,

will you?" the
Stationmaster added.

Thomas, Annie and
Clarabel all agreed
Gemma should tell
Policeman Len the
names - it was the 
best thing to do.

Gemma hesitated. "But what if they ......?" she began.



Gemma nodded, and paused.

Then she told Policeman Len.

He took Gemma to his
office and telephoned
her parents to explain
what had happened.

Gemma's mother 
came to collect her
from the station.
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Each of the other girls' parents had a visit
from Policeman Len about their children's
behaviour on the train.

They were grateful he had caught the 
problem before it went too far and somebody
was seriously hurt.
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Electricity dangers

Many rail routes are electrified with
overhead power lines carrying 25,000
volts or with a ‘third rail’ on the ground
carrying 750 volts.These do not have to
be actually touched for children to 
be badly maimed, burned or killed -
electricity at high voltages 
can “jump” gaps.
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Behaviour
at stations

A railway station is not a playground -
never play with a ball or skateboard in a
railway station, especially on the platforms.
Stay away from the platform edge until the
train has completely stopped.
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Behaviour on trains

A train is not a playground - 
never run in a train carriage, touch
closed doors, open windows or try to get
off a moving train.
Death or serious injury has been caused
when people have leaned out of a train
window or fooled about on trains.
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It's not worth it!

British Transport Police may visit the parents of young children who have been caught trespassing,
committing criminal damage or misbehaving generally on the railways. Older children may be prosecuted.

The transport police make regular patrols and, in partnership with the railway industry,
use security cameras, helicopters and other initiatives to catch anyone committing acts of railway crime.

Please remember what happened to Thomas, his friends and the children in the story.

PLAY SAFE and STAY SAFE - DON’T PLAY ON THE RAILWAY!



Thomas and his friends were seeing some silly behaviour
by children on the Island of Sodor’s railway.

It didn’t seem serious at first but there were dangers ahead!

Policeman Len is soon in action .....
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