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The lifecycle of a butterfly
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A tiny egg is laid by the female butterfly after mating, usually in the spring. 
A Larva develops within the egg which is the butterflies caterpillar stage. The
caterpillar hatches out of the egg feeding on plants during the summer. In the
Autumn, the caterpillar stops feeding and makes a chrysalis and develops into 
a pupa within the chrysalis. Over the next few months the pupa undergoes the
process of metamorphosis and develops into a butterfly, breaking out of the
chrysalis ready for its first flight.

Female butterflies lay tiny eggs on the leaves or stems of the plants the tiny
caterpillar offspring will feed on.

The tiny larva caterpillars that emerge from the eggs eat the leaves of 
the plants where they were born and grow very quickly. They shed their 
tight skin as they grow, when this old tight skin splits the new fitting skin 
is revealed underneath. 

When the larva caterpillar is fully grown it begins the next stage of its
development and attaches itself to a leaf or twig and begins to build a chrysalis
which it makes to encase itself. The outer case of this chrysalis is hard  and often
camouflaged to hide it from predators. inside the chrysalis, the pupa caterpillar
is slowly changing its body shape into that of a butterfly and growing wings, this
process which can take a few months is called metamorphosis.

The pupa’s case finally splits open and the adult butterfly emerges. The
butterfly spreads its wings which at first are soft and need to stiffen. After 
a little while the butterfly is ready to fly off, find food and a mate, beginning
the process all over again.

1. The adult female butterfly lays eggs on the plant.

2. The egg hatches into a larva of the butterfly, a caterpillar. The tiny caterpillar
eats and grows.

3. The caterpillar sheds its skin until it is fully grown.

4. The caterpillar attaches itself to a twig or leaf and makes a chrysalis in 
which it lives.

5. Inside the chrysalis  the caterpillar undergoes a complete change developing.
Over months into an adult butterfly. This process is called metamorphosis.

6. Finally the chrysalis case splits and the butterfly emerges. It dries its soft
wings in the air until it is ready to fly.
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